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he failed in such a manner as to cost the Stadt-
holder more than a hundred and sixty thousand
florins; and, that he might excuse himself, he
threw the whole blame on the opposition made
by M. de Calonne. Add further, that all these
causes of discontent, suspicion and animosity, are
still kept in fermentation by a M. de Portail, the
creature of M, de Breteuil, the which M. de

Portail equally blames M. de Veirac, M. de C------,

the Rhingrave of Salm, M. de Renneval, the
Count de Vergennes, and all that has been done,
all that is done, and all that shall be done; but
especially M. de Calonne, whom he depicts as
the incendiary of the Seven Provinces, which,
with all Europe besides, cannot be saved but by
the meekness of M. de Breteuil, the gentle, the
polished, the pacificator.

With respect to the desire of the Princess to
be on better terms with M. de Calonne, it is,
I think, evident. Baron Reede is too circumspect
and too artful to have taken such a step with me
had he not been authorised. What follows will,
perhaps, give you the genealogy of his ideas, which
may sufficiently explain the whole episode. Hesupport
